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STUDENTS WHO ARE HOMELESS: ENROLLMENT RIGHTS AND SERVICES 
 
To the extent practical and as required by law, the Acton-Boxborough Regional School District will 
work with students who are homeless and their families to provide stability in school attendance and 
other services. Special attention will be given to students who are homeless to ensure their enrollment 
and attendance in school. The District will provide students who are homeless with services for 
which they are eligible, including preschool programs, Title I, similar state programs, special 
education services, English language education, vocational and technical education programs, 
extracurricular activities, summer programs, and school nutrition programs.  
 
The Assistant Superintendent for Student Services is the district’s liaison for students who are 
homeless and their families. This liaison is responsible for supporting students who are homeless 
according to applicable state and federal laws.  
 
Students who are homeless are defined as lacking a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence, 
and include youth who are: 
 

1. Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing or economic hardship or similar 
reason; 

2. Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate 
accommodations; 

3. Living in emergency or transitional shelters; 

4. Abandoned in hospitals; 

5. Living in public or private places not designed for or ordinarily used as regular sleeping 
accommodations for human beings; 

6. Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, transportation 
stations or similar settings;  

7. Migrant, living in conditions described in the previous examples; and/or 

8. A child or youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian (unaccompanied). 

 

Immediate Enrollment of Students who are Homeless  

1. The District will immediately enroll a student who is homeless, even if they are unable to produce 
records normally required for enrollment (e.g. previous academic records, records of 
immunization and other health records, proof of residency, etc.) or if they have missed application 
or enrollment deadlines during any period of homelessness. 

2. The enrolling school immediately contacts the school the student last attended to obtain relevant 
academic and other records. 

3. If the student who is homeless needs to obtain immunizations or other required health records, the 
enrolling school shall immediately refer the parent or guardian (or the student, if an 
unaccompanied minor) to the homeless education liaison who shall assist in obtaining necessary 
immunizations or screenings, or immunization or other required health records. 
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School Stability and School Selection 

In determining the best interest of the student, the District shall: 
● Presume that keeping the student in the school of origin, including designated receiving schools, 

is in their best interest, except when doing so is contrary to the request of the student’s parent or 
guardian or (in the case of unaccompanied youth) the student; and 

● Consider student-centered factors related to the student’s best interest, including factors related to 
the impact of mobility on achievement, education, health, and safety, giving priority to the 
request of the student’s parent or guardian, or (in the case of unaccompanied youth) the student. 

 
 

Unaccompanied Youth who are Homeless  

The District’s homeless liaison ensures that unaccompanied students who are homeless are enrolled 
in school, have opportunities to meet the same challenging academic standards, are provided with the 
same college and career counseling as other students, and are informed of their status as independent 
students and are provided with verification of their status for FAFSA. 
 
 

Transportation for Students who are Homeless to and from the School of Origin  

The District has adopted policies and practices to ensure that comparable transportation or 
transportation that complies with state pupil transportation law is provided, at the request of the 
parent or guardian (or in the case of an unaccompanied minor, the homeless education liaison), to and 
from the school of origin, in accordance with the following provisions: 

● If the student who is homeless is continuing to attend their school of origin and continues to 
live in the District in which the school of origin is located, transportation to and from the 
school of origin is provided or arranged by the District; or 

● If the student who is homeless is continuing to attend their school of origin but lives in an area 
served by another district, the district of origin and the district where the student is living 
agree on a method to apportion responsibility and costs for transportation to and from the 
school of origin through the end of the school year in which the student becomes permanently 
housed. If the districts cannot agree on a method, the responsibility and costs are shared 
equally. 

 
 
Privacy and Records for Students who are Homeless 
Information about the living situation for a student shall be treated as a student educational record, 
and shall not be deemed to be directory information.  For each student who is homeless, the District 
will maintain student records, including immunization or medical records, academic records, birth 
certificates, guardianship records, and evaluations for special services or programs so records are 
available in a timely fashion when the student enters a new school or district. 
 

Dispute Resolution 

● If after conducting a best interest determination based on consideration of the presumption clause 
(that keeping the student in the school of origin is in their best interest as outlined in the School 
Stability and School Selection section above) and student-centered factors, the District determines 
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it is not in the best interest for the student to attend the school of origin or the school requested by 
the parent or guardian or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the student: 

 
1. The student is immediately enrolled in the school in which enrollment is sought, pending final 

resolution of the dispute, including all available appeals; 
 

2. The school provides the student’s parent or guardian, or unaccompanied youth who is homeless 
with a written explanation of any decision related to school selection or enrollment made by the 
District, including the right of the parent/guardian, or unaccompanied youth to appeal the 
decision; 

 
3. The student or parent or guardian is referred to the homeless education liaison, who carries out 

the dispute resolution process prescribed by the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education and, in the case of an unaccompanied minor, ensures that the student is immediately 
enrolled in the school the student seeks to enroll in pending resolution of the dispute; 
 

4. In the case of an unaccompanied minor, ensure that the District homeless liaison assists in 
placement or enrollment decisions, giving priority to the views of the unaccompanied minor and 
provides notice to the student of the right to appeal. 

 
 
 
LEGAL REFS.: Title IX, Part A- Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
   McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act  
 
 
APPROVED: 5/9/2019 
 


